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Last month the front page of the 
newsletter carried the flyer for 
the RARS Hamfest. Consequently, 

we were unable to put the picture 
of the Meet Your Member. The 
picture at the left is that of last 
month's Meet Your Member, Jim, 
WA4EXW. Jim, sorry we were late 

in getting your picture in but here 
5 ae 


THANK YOUR MEMBERS 


We have adapted our "Meet Your Member" column this month to say "thank you" to those members 
whose leadership and efforts made the Fifth Annual RARS Hamfest possible -- and successful. 


Many of us fail to fully appreciate the tremendous amount of energy and planning that goes 
into a hamfest. The responsibility for putting it together and making it work always falls 
upon the shoulders of a few. It's not because they want it that way. That's just the way 
things work out. 


That's what leadership is about: Accepting the responsibility for getting a job done, enduring 
the headaches, the disappointments, the rebuffs -- all for greater good of the club, 


The only pay is the personal satisfaction of doing a job well. 


The RARSmen who led the 1977 hamfest received a lot of pay. They did an outstanding job, and 
we salute them. 


We salute: 


-- Bob Corns, hamfest chairman and flea market coordinator, 
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-- Pat Whetzel, FCC licensing and upgrading project. 
-- Wayne Shevlin, talk in. 

-- George Richards, hospitality. 

-- Jack Kenny, hospitality. 

-- Chuck Littlewood, prizes. 

-- John Patterson, club table, 

-- Jim Leatherwood, ladies program, 

-- Jim Peeler, tickets. 

-- Dave Thomas, facilities, 

-- Ed Alderman, food wagons. 


These were the leaders, There were many of us who followed along and gave a hand during the 
big event. But the leaders put it all together and made it possible for us to have such an 
outstanding event to lend a hand in. 

We followers say to you, our leaders, thank you for a job well done, You performed far beyond 
the call of duty. 

MAY MEETING 


The May meeting of Raleigh Amateur Radio Society will be held in the Department of Transporta- 
tion auditorium on Wilmington Street across from the capitol. 


Meeting time is 7:30 p.m., Wednesday, May 4. 


After the business session, coffee and doughnuts will be served at the break. A program follows 
the break, 


Remember, the meeting place is different this month. April marked out last meeting at the Crab- 
tree Valley community room, Both community rooms are being used by one of the major businesses 
in the mall for expansion, 


"We can't very well hold a meeting in the middle of Thalhimer's shoe department," president 
Chuck Littlewood said at our last meeting. 


"We moved to Crabtree because the club was growing,’ Chuck said, ''We had to leave because Crab- 


tree was growing. We are pleased to see business so good, But now we are having to decide on 
a new meeting place, We will appreciate any input members may have on places to inquire about." 


Remember, The May meeting of RARS is at the DOT building on Wilmington Street in downtown 
Raleigh across from the capitol, 


Everyone interested in amateur radio is invited, You never know who you'll meet at a RARS 
gathering, 


HAMFEST BRIEFS 
Somebody upstairs likes us, The weather for both days of the 1977 RARS hamfest was perfect, 


The club has always had the benefit of good planning, with the hamfest being held where rain 
would not force cancellation, but we have always had sunshine on the big day. 


We must be living right. 
=the 


The FCC licensing and upgrading visit on hamfest Saturday drew a variety of people, 


There were young people and old people and all ages in between, There were men and women, boys 
and girls, 


One community room at Crabtree was full and more people were standing outside waiting to go 
into an adjoining room to take FCC exams, While they waited they talked, It was satisfying 
to see people of considerable age difference talking to each other on a person-to-person 
level, And most of the conversation was about amateur radio. 
FCC and RARS leadership made that gathering possible. 
It made me feel very proud, 

wi 


This is one of those 'you have to see it to believe it' stories, 


It happened in the men's room near the parking area where the hamfest was going on Sunday 
morning. 


The antenna of a hand-held transceiver was sticking out of a booth occupied by the operator, 
He was carrying on a conversation that went in part, something like this. 


Other ham: "What's your QTH?" 
Booth: "I'm in the men's room at Crabtree," 
Other ham: (after a slight pause) "Well, hang in there," 
ape 
A mother with a small barefoot boy in tow approached the Red Cross first aid station at the 


hamfest Sunday and asked a volunteer there if she could put a clean dressing on her son's foot, 
She said the boy had sutures in his foot and had lost his dressing, 


The first aider set the boy up on the Red Cross table and applied a clean dressing, 


Red Cross provided a first aid team for the Sunday session of the hamfest at the invitation 
of RARS, 


The first aiders were Eppie Murray and Eddie Freeman, 


RARS says "thank you", 


The regular meeting of the Raleigh Amateur 
Radio Society was called to order by Chuck 
Littlewood, K4HF, President at 7:50 p.m, 
Officers and guests were introduced, 59 
members and guests signed the roster, 


APRIL Gy L977 Charles Stegall, Program Director of Ralei- 
gh radio station WPTF, and new RARS member, 

indicated that WPTF would be making spot 

announcements and taped interviews concern- 


ing our hamfest, 


President Chuck made several announcements concerning upcoming hamfests, conventions and the 
League Planning Forum set for May 14 and 15, 1977. Charlie Swindell, WB4DCM was commended for 
his efforts as editor of the RARS news the last 2 years and was presented a certificate of 
appreciation, C. T, West (WD4---) assistant editor will take over the reins of the newsletter 
in June. 


Chuck Littlewood, '77 RARS Hamfest prize chairman asked for and received approval for an 
additional $600 to be spent for prizes with the last $200 be spent if attendance was good. 


Since this meeting was to be the last one at this location a discussion followed on proposed 
new sites, The community rooms are to be taken over by commercial store expansion in the shop-= 
ping center, The three places proposed included, the meeting room at the Wake County Red Cross 
Chapter house, the N, C, State Highway Building auditorium and the new meeting room in new fac- 
ilities on the N, C, State Fairground, The first two places would be free but the third and 
most desirable location would cost an estimated $40 per month, 


A discussion followed at which time 3 motions were passed: have a committee continue to obtain 
more extensive details and present a plan/proposal and 10 minute discussion at the next regular 
meeting; obtain the N, C, State Highway Building Auditorium for the next and future meetings 

as necessarye 


Bob Corns, K4MC, and George Richards, WA4EKJ, co-chairman of the '77 hamfest proceeded to obtain 
volunteers for various positions at the hamfest, 


After the break, Mike Everett, WA4DLF presented a program on building communications receivers 
of varying complexity, out of inexpensive surplus radio gear. 


Meeting adjourned 10:25 p.m. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Mike Warner, WD4DRZ 
for Sec, Jim Leatherwood 


NEW MEMBERS 


1. John C, Hanner, Advanced Class, 407 Transylvania, Raleigh. N. C. 27609, 
2. Guenter Immeyer, Extra Class, 1009 F Fox Haul Lane, Raleigh, N. C, 27609, 
3, Charles Stegall, 207 Dartmouth Road, Raleigh, N. C. 27609. 


Apr 77 QST is hot on antennas, starting with the VHF quagi, 
, etetetetetete tha's rite, a combined quad and yagi for 144,222, 

| and 432 MHz, -=--and it surely looks like a winnter,. Budding 
Percy Maxim, WB4VVL (Chuck is an alias) our Wake Tech way 
heard from a fellow ham in Lumberton that it out performs 
at least one commercial job hands down, So, my friends, 

go to work, --and don't smash the front end of Larry's brand 
new Kenwood 2M rig, WA4LBB that is, How's a 13 db gain 
over the isotropic? After building this jobbe, read about 
basics with transmatching and feed lines, time-delay beam 
steering using 5-band, 4-el linear arrays, a trapless multiband vertical (base-leaded that is), 
another quad=type but this time in conjunction with a log-periodic on 20M (lots of these log- 
pers coming up; they are really the ultimate), a quad that is capacitor-tuned to reduce the 

size and operates on 40M like a beam, a takeoff on the old military reliable, the inverted L 
that is, operating on 160/80/40M, resurrection of the J antenna, this time on 2M and mobile 

yet, shrinking antennas with helically would techniques, and a reprint from 20 years ago match- 
ing the feed line to its antenna load, Phew, much ado over antennas, And rightly so. As the 
old saying goes, ---$80 for antenna, 15 for rcvr, and 5 for the xmtr, But there's more, As 

the likes of cleaning up on 6M with an electronically tuned receiver that sweeps the band for 
begging signals, building a JFET preamp for 160, replacing those oldie VTs with solid state 
(complete with most clear diagrams), spreading the word about hams on HOTline, er, no no------ 
Ham line (tha's right, ----jes'call 203-667-0138 and tell ‘em how great we are, or, better yet, 
how your neighboring ham performed an outstanding public service), Part 4 of learning all about 
OSCAR (most practical, readable for novices and other newcomers to the racket) and, I hate to 


relate, all about the FCC's proposal to wipe out 24-35 MHz amps. For more serious and lengthy 
perusal, study ARRL's responses to FCC's freq proposals in connection with WARC79, Before 
signing, must mention FCC's complete exam sked on pages 73-74, However, if the success of the 
hamfest exams at the RARS Hamfest and Charlotte's is any omen, ALL exams may wind up in hamfests 
tents, That's really the way to go. This approach surely made lots of Tarheels happy, anyway. 
And so we feel all refreshed again by the latest from ARRL, April's Q=Street, 


May CQ looks like a Christmas tree with all its full page ads in color, We moderns are mighty 
blessed with fancy, fancy equipment, Can't even see the 6AU6s, or 807s or 6146s; they've gone 
the way of hidden spark plugs I reckon, But the exterior, ---what sheer beauty, Even if there 
were zilch inside, these rigs look mighty handsome. Much to be learned from this issue, i.e. 
latest innovations in the SSTV arena, infrared transparency makers, homebrewed in-line watt- 
meter, primer for novice approach to many contacts on the air, and Part 4 of the multi-band 
trap antenna, Don't forget Armed Forces Day Commo on 22 May, Maintain that steady string of 
AFD QSLs, The featured review this time is of the Heath HW8 QRP rig going for about 130 bucks, 
Keeping up with QST, venerable Bill W6SAI, who else?, tells us about slopers and apartment type 
wires, The regular features are at their typical best, e.g. Propo, DX, Math Notes, etc. So 
it's nice to have CQ back with the team, on time, and with really good QSOs, 


Bert, W4FMN 
ANSWERS TO MARCH QUIZ: 
10-77 Max audio allowed by FCC for commercial BC FM is ------ 75KHz. 


11-77 Out put of the bal mod is 2 sidebands, 


12-77 The All American Five are the 35W4 rectifier, 50C5 power amp, 12AV6 detector-AVC=-audio 
amp, 12BA6 IF amp, and the 12BE6 pentagrid converter, 


APRIL QUIZ: 
13-77 What is UTC? 


14-77 What is the major difference between double SB AM detection and SSR detection? 


15-77 What are the seven general classes of services that use 2-way commo? 


FOR SALE - Signal/one CX=-7, unmodified, with operating and complete service manuals, $800 
or best Reasonable OFFER, Contact Charles Bryan, WA4VKX, 1005 Urban Ave Durham, 
27701 or call 682-8677 after 6 P.M. 


FOR SALE - Drake R-4B receiver very good condition (140 countries worked) comes with 160 M 
xtal, Icom 225 2-M xcvr excellent condition, Call Ken Rudder 836-6034 or 365-6194, 


TOM 


Many of you old timers will recall when a "shack" was a shack .o..0. an out-building in the 
backyard, On a recent trip to the coast and during a two hour visit with Tom WB4WII and his 
XYL, Grace, I learned Tom had just contracted for an 8 x 10 shack in his backyard, I doubt, 
however, that it would be recognized as such by the old timers, Tom plans to do the finish 
work himself, including the paneling, The way Tom described it, "shack"’ ain't the word for it. 


Carroll, WB4TCR 


FCC QUICKIE 


WB4LGE 


While you still have to notify FCC when you change locations, FCC has dropped the requirement 
that you notify within 4 months, The regulation now reads "when the authorized fixed station 
operation location is changed, an application must be filed prior to any operation in accord- 
ance with 97,47," 


How soon must you file? As soon as you can! 


LADIES ARTICLE 


When Chuck called the other night to remind me that I was a little late sending in an article 
for the newsletter, I told him I just didn't think I could get to it this month, but Snoopy 
decided to help me out, at least, I think he did, because this was in my typewriters: 


Dear Clyde: 


How you doing, old Buddy? Haven't seen or heard from you in quite a while, Your family 
treating you all right? I hope you haven't been through what I have lately, Just let me tell 
you a few things, Nola called me in the kitchen and said she had something real good for me, 
They were eating a beautiful pizza and I had my mouth all ready for a big piece - at least a 
couple of slices, Do you know what she had for me?????? A bowl of “Gravy Train", I don't 

eat dog food!!!!! I eat human food!!!!! Boy, did that burn me up. I decided to get even with 
them, I'd show them, I would run away, then they would be sorry. I decided to wait until 
morning because I needed a good night's sleep, The next morning, just as soon as the door open- 
ed, I just flew out, Well, you should have seen Nola and Ed. She went one way and he went 
another, They'll be sorry, the very idea, giving me dog food when what I wanted was just a 
piece of pizza, After I had been running full speed for a short distance I discovered that I 
was really tired. In fact, I was too tired to even go back home, So I went to a familiar look- 
ing yard and just collapsed. I really must have done that good because a man came out and 
thought I was having a heart attack, About that time - here comes "good ole Ed" riding the 
motorcycle, Oh! my goodness, what have I gotten myself into this time, I just don't think I 
would look very good in one of those helmets and I really don't want to ride that motoreycle 
SOcool just groaned louder and rolled my eyes back, I heard Ed and the man talking and Ed said 
he didn't think I'd make it!! (He really meant I'd never make it on the motorcycle but I 
thought he meant I was dying) What have I done? If I ever get home again I'll never pull 
another trick like this, Just then I heard Ed ask the man if he would call. Who were they 
calling?. Was the dogcatcher coming to get me? I remember the last time I ran away the dog- 
catcher did get me and carried me off to the dog jail and they had to come bail me out. That 
was embarrassing, I tell you, Clyde, by this time I was so scared that I really was getting 
sick, I started shaking all over, no kidding, I heard a car door open and I thought "this is 
the end, they've come to get me and carry me away", Then I heard Nola's voice and I never 
wanted to jump in her arms so bad in all my life and I couldn't even move. I tried to get up 
but I was shaking so bad that my legs wouldn't even hold me, Good ole Ed picked me up and put 
me in the car and I was soon HOME SWEET HOME, I want you to know, Clyde, that I'll never try 
that trick again, I went straight to my bed and Ed brought me some water and you had better 
believe that I stayed right there without moving until it was time to eat. I heard Nola call me 
and I went flying to the kitchen, I just knew she had learned her lesson and I had my mouth all 
fixed up for something delicious, if not pizza, maybe a steak, Boy, you should have seen this 
old dog move, DO YOU KNOW WHAT SHE HAD IN MY BOWL??????Another bowl of Gravy Train, Would you 


believe that I just shut my eyes and ate every bit of it and pretended that it was pizza and 
steak. I. can. dream,- can’t? 1? 


So, Clyde, I didn't make it out to your place, but maybe we can get together some other time. I 
? yae, y 


have plenty of milk bones hidden all over the house so come on over any time and share them 
with me, . 


an extraordinary 
combination of 


digitally synthesized 


receivers... 


each with built-in capacity to satisfy 


ITT Mackay Marine 3020A and 3021A Radio Receivers 
feature solid state construction, dual conversion and 
super-heterodyne design providing continuous frequency 
coverage from 15kHz to 29.9999MHz. Frequency selec- 
tion is accomplished by step tuning, while the 3021A 
Receiver uses sweep tuning. These receivers meet strict 
requirements of British MPT, German FTZ, Norwegian 
NTA, Dutch and Spanish PTT and Canadian DOC, and 
can be used wherever maximum reliability and ease of 
maintenance are required. 

Write or call Ed Engebretson, General Sales Manager 
today for complete information on these two quality, 
high performance receivers. 


ITT Mackay Marine, 2912 Wake Forest Road, Raleigh, 
North Carolina 27611. Telephone: (919) 828-4441. 


a broad spectrum of singular applications. 


ITT Mackay Marine 

Mr. Ed Engebretson, General Sales Manager 

2912 Wake Forest Road 

Raleigh, North Carolina 27611 

Please send complete FREE information on the 
exciting new: 

OC) 3020A Step Tuning Receiver 

CJ 3021A Sweep Tuning:Receiver 


NAME Aes 
COMPANY s: 
ADDRESS 

CITY STATE APE 
COUNTRY - 


Federal Supply Schedule Group 58 Part VII, 
Contract GS-OOS-24016 


TTT Mackay Marine 
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Nola told me she never gets to see your family anymore, I guess they haven't had a picnic, 
weiner roast or any kind of a get-together in quite a while and she said that is about the only 
time she gets to see the members and family of the radio club, Maybe they will have one before 
long and everybody can have a lot of fun and FOOD. 


Well, gotta run, Nola's coming to use the typewriter so guess I better close for now, 


Take care, Old Buddy, 


Snoopy 


Chuck, sorry to let you down and not write an article for you this month, but since Snoopy had 
prepared this note for Clyde, I just thought I'd send it and try to do better later. 


Tsay 
Nola 


DURHAM HAMFEST 


The Durham Hamfest will be held at the South Square Mall on May 28 and 29, There will be a 
traffic booth to pick up messages, Volunteers are needed on 28/88 to pick up the traffic and 
relay it. No formal sign up, just keep an ear open as you have time during the weekend, 
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Slim Jim Meat Snacks 


A LITTLE LESS THAN A MEAL. 
A LITTLE MORE THAN A SNACK. 


€ Rae 


cd GoodMark,inc. 


GoodMark., Inc.. Raleigh. N.C. 27609 
A Division of General Mills, Inc. 


PRESIDENT'T MESSAGE 


Our 1977 RARS Hamfest is history now and I want to take this opportunity to thank Bob Corns, 
K4MC, and George Richards, WA4EKJ, co-chairmen for a job well done, Also my sincere thanks to 
each and every one of our RARS members who took time to pitch in whether they had planned to 
or not when it was necessary. 


The FCC exams given on Saturday, April 16, proved very successful for us, individually and as 
a club, Pat Whetzel, WA4CLT, and his staff did an outstanding job in working with the FCC, 
Over 250 people took FCC exams, 


On Saturday night over 200 folks attended the RARS party, The eats and music were great thanks 
to George and Carol Richards, Jack and Sally Kenny and Bob and Athlea Corns, 


Sunday, Jim Peeler, WA4YOM/nf ticket sales chairman, and his people took good care of our visit- 
ors, Jim sure got his feet wet, not having been to a hamfest before, 


Our ladies program was a huge success thanks to Jim Leatherwood, WA4BOV, and the RARS ladies, 
Almost 50 people watched the microwave oven demonstration, 


In addition to the folks above my thanks to John Patterson, WB4HKE, RARS table, WB4ZSM, Aubrey 
Browne at the RARS P, R, booth, Wayne Shevlin, WA4SNC, talk-in, Dave Thomas, K4SAN, facilities 
Ed Alderman, WA4PEN, food concessions, Charles Stegall and WPTF radio for publicity, Bob Workman 
WAGZZN, printing and publications and the Raleigh Police Department. Venders deserving special 
mention for prizes are Vickers Electronics of Durham, Freche Radio of Asheville, Miller Electron- 
ics of Raleigh, Capitol Electronics of Raleigh, CDE of Frquay Varina, KRH, Ind and ARRL, 


We were priviledged to be an official ARRL Hamfest this year and was glad to have Phil Wicker 
W4ACY, Director of ARRL Roanoke Division and Chuck Brydges W4WXZ, the N, C, Section Communica-~ 
tion Manager present for the hamfest, 


With each RARS members early commitment the 1978 RARS Hamfest is guaranteed to be bigger and 
better yet, 


Thanks again for a job well done! 


Chuck Littlewood, K4HF 
President, RARS 
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COMPLETE NAPA LINE OF QUALITY AUTO- 
CAROLINA MOTOR STORES, INC. rie parts AND SUPPLIES, SUBSTANTIAL 
P. O. BOX 149 DISCOUNT TO HAMS AND AGENCY PERSON - 
SMITHFIELD, N. C. 27577 NEL. SEND POSTCARD FOR COLORFUL 
(919) 934-8188 CATALOG OF PARTS, TOOLS, AND ACCESS- 


ORIES --- MOTORCYCLE AND FOREIGN CARS 
INCLUDED, REGENCY LINE INCLUDING 


MAP SCANNERS. 


Tell'em Bill, WB4AXH, sent you! ! 
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NEW CODE EXAMINING CONCEPT GOOD 
BY 
C. T. WEST 


Staff members of the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) who administered licensing and 
upgrading examinations at Raleigh April 16 did a fine job. 


I was among the applicants who took examinations, I took the general class exam. 
Procedure was smooth and orderly from start to finish. 


When I arrived at the community room in Crabtree Valley Mall where the FCC visit was held, 
members of RARS pulled my previously submitted Form 610 from a stack, assigned me a number, 

and told me I would be called. There were plenty of seats in the waiting area for those wanting 
to sit. I took advantage of the wait to do some last-minute cramming, You never get enough of 
that, 


When the group which included by number was called, we filed into the examining room and sat at 
tables arranged in rows. 


The first part of the examination was the 13-per-minute code test, You had to pass that to go 
to the theory exam, An FCC staffer gave clear instructions over the room's public address 
system, The code was on a cassette, It was fed into the PA system so everyone taking the 

exam had equal access, We were given a one-minute warmup copying session before the formal code 
exam, 


Immediately after the code test ended, we were instructed to turn our copy sheet over, We were 
then given a sheet containing multiple choice questions based upon the text of the code test, 
If you copied the code reasonably well and could read what you copied, you could pass the test, 


As the code test were graded, we were called to the desk and given the theory exam papers, 
Those of us who were not previously licensed were required to send on a straight key. 


After we received the theory exam, we went back to our tables to begin work, A short time later, 
we were moved to a row of tables farther back in the room to make room for another group coming 
in for code exams. 


When I finished my general class theory exam, I got into line at the front of the room to get 
it graded, The grader was a young lady. She could tell you in about 30 seconds whether you 

had passed or failed. She told me I passed. Then she gave me the novice theory exam papers. 
I went back to the table to take that exam, 


When I completed the novice theory test, I went back into the grading line. She said I passed 
that too, 


"You'll receive your license through the mail," she said, 
“Shats*rt? ~ 2 easkeds 
“That sit," shteUsaids 


I walked out into the waiting room, picked up my ARRL license manual from the registration desk 
where one of our RARS members had been holding it for me, and went home, 


I learned later this was the initiation of permanent field use of the comprehension concept of 
amateur code testing, And I was part of it, 


The FCC visit was something RARS and FCC can be proud of, RARS members at the registration 
desks provided good scheduling support, FCC staffers in the examing room conducted a smooth 


and orderly operation, 
That's the way to conduct an FCC examination visit. 
I was impressed, And proud. 


To both the FCC staffers and to the RARS members who helped make it function, I give you a 
hearty "well done." 


THE TARHEEL EMERGENCY NET (THEN) OR A GOOD PLACE TO BE IS 3923 


At 1300 hours, following the Army MARS meeting at the grand and glorious Fifth Raleigh Hamfest, 
the venerable Burt W40FO and his cohort Chuck, our SCM W4WXZ held a meeting to discuss the 
blossoming of the respected THEN. As related by W40FO, the net had seen sick days a few years 
ago. But now the THEN is glued to 3923, a freq paved for them (or us!) by the earlier JFK Net, 
meeting one hour earlier, As mentionef by Burt, the net follows a rigid schedule of traffic 
first and ragchews second. This procedure does two things, i.e. traffic is passed expeditiously 
and the traffic handlers get to know one another, It's not a net for DX-type ‘Wham, Bam, Than- 
yumam'' but a net with real camaraderie, Then Chuck said his bit about making the THEN THE NC 
Net, or, more accurately, the NC Primary Fone Net. And the CN, the primary CW Net, Not much 
question about the latter, It is the ONLY CW Net. However, other NC Nets are not being ignor- 
ed or rejected, The Coastal Carolina Net, the Carolina SSB Net, the JFK Net and others are still 

recognized of course, But the THEN does pass the most legitimate traffic and so those present 
agreed with the proposal to call the THEN the Primary NC Voice Net. Upon invite by good friend 
Burt, this Bert had a few words to say, One, I stated that we all should remember to MOVE 
traffic and not spend time telling originators and others how traffic CANNOT be passed, It goes 
back to the truism, that where there's a will, there's a way. Ripley could write another book 
on the many, many ways we hams get the messages thru, And that's a point to never forget, 


Second, I mentioned the fact that when one ham has a message of his own to pass, the assump- © 
tion should be that the message is legit. After a little discussion on this matter, honchoed 
by the SCM, it was agreed that it was unnecessary to suggest innuendoes in harmless messages, 
A simple request to confirm motel/hotel reservations is, in fact, legal, In general, the 
meeting was thoroughly welcome to all those present, since we all had one thing in common, we 
pass traffic. And that type of man is, my good friends, a good ham, As the valedictorian of 
the modern high school so well states "Don't never forget it!" 


Bert EC Wake County---W4FMN that is 


RALEIGH VISIT INITIATES PERMANENT USE OF COMPREHENSION CODE EXAM 


The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) initiated permanent use of its comprehension code 
examination during its visit here April 16, 


Following five minutes of code, license seekers and upgraders are given a multiple choice test 
based upon information contained in the copy. 


The comprehension test approach reflects the real-life code copying situation. Even the 
veteran code-copiers miss a letter here and there, but they can fill in the letter based upon 
what they copied. 


The FCC had previously field-tested the concept, but the Raleigh visit during the Raleigh 
Amateur Radio Society hamfest was the initial use of the comprehension concept’on a permanent 
basis. 


"RARS is honored to have been selected for the initiation of this new approach in amateur code 
testing,'’ RARS president Chuck Littlewood said, ''Through the years, we can tell fellow hams 
across the nation it all started here. To the FCC staff who made it possible, we say ‘thank 
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